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GECGRAPHIC BRIEF OF ECONOMIC REGION V -- THE TRANSCAUCASUS

The thfee small republics which compose Economic Reglon V lie
between the high ridge of the Great Caucasus Mountains and the boundary
that separates the Soviet Union from Turkey and Iran. The Black and |
Caspian Seas form the western and eastern boundaries of the region,
respectively. The totel ares of the Transcaucasus is 71,853 squere
miles. Of this Azerbaydzhan, the lavgest of the three republics,
occupies 33,435 squere miles; Armenia, the smallest, 11,506 square
miles; and Georgia, 25,911 square miles. The physical geograophy of
the region is highly varied; including hanid sﬁbtro?icel lowlands, 4y
lowland steppes, high srid pistesu lands, and rugged mountains and
foothilis. The cultural and eccopomic gzogrephy of the reglon reflect
this diversity. Thz populedtion is extremely unevenly distributed and

B3

is made up of o larze number of netionailly groups. An agriculiural

econcry bprevalls ovsr much of the lowiand nd thill aress of
Transcavcesia. In the highlizaads end in the Baku ares, extractive
industries are iwportant; and manufacturing industries are developing
in the main wboan conteirs of The region.

The northern boundary of the Pranscauvcesus runs in gensral along

which stretches soms 700 miles

e et ,
the crast of the

from the noxbin

1an
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areas are glacler covered. In a 25- to 50-mile belt paralleling the
crest of the mountains on the south, rugged terrain predominates. The
nunerous rapid streams thal flow out from the mountains cut the south
face of the Caucasus Range into a series of ridges and deep valleys
with a north-northeast--south-southwest orientation, thus making trans-
portation or communication parallel to the Caucasus Range extremely
difficult. South of the mountain belt are two valleys -- the Rion
Lovlend fronting on the Black Sea and the Kure Lowland facing the
Caspian. Both lowlands are roughly triangular in shape, narrowing as
they reach inland, and botﬁ terninate in the relatively low Suramskiy
Range which separates them. The Suramskiy Fange connects the Great
Cavecasus Hountains with the Little faucaesus Mountains and the Armenian
highland, an arid, rocky tableland between 4,000 and 7,000 feet in
elevation.

The southern slopes of the Caucasus Range have a fairly dense
forest cover of Juniper, oak, and horngeam up to an elevation of about
6,500 feet in the west. Toward the east the forest cover thins out
- markedly. Alpine meadows occupy the belt betwezn the tree line and the
snow line, which lies between 10,000 and 12,000 feet. In the lowlands
and Toothilis, much of the natursl vegetation has been cleared to permit
use of the land for aspriculture. Limited areas of humid subiropical
Torest with dense undergrowih, hawa%er, 53111l remain in the Rion Lowland,
notably around the extensive swamps near the ceozst. Fatural vegetation

=

in the Xura Lowland is semidesert in characker, consisting meinly of

1oy bushes and grasses. In the Lithle Cawcasug Mounitains, scattered




deciduous forests occupy the lower slopes; but low bushes and grasses
predominate at higher elevations and on the Armenién Plateau;

The élimate of Transcaucasia is generslly mild. The main range
of the Caucasus shelters the region from cold northern winds, and the
Black and Caspian Seas exert a moderating influence. Precipitation
decreases from west to ea;s’c° The Black Sea coast has a humid subtropical
climate. Winters are mild, with January temperatures aﬁeraging from
L30F to LSOF; summers are hot and humid, with heavy rainfall, ranging
up to about 100 inches & year in the Batumi area. In the Kura Lowland
east of the Suramskiy Range the climate is more continental in character.
Winters are relatively warm, but temperatures are lower than in the west
and frosts occux ogcasicnally; summers are very nobt and dryg_hPrecip{e
tation is light, esmounting to less than 8 inches s yeai immediately
southwest of Baku. In a limited srea on the Caspian coast around
Lenkoran' the climate is humid subtrepical, with precipitation increasing
to an average of 65 inches a year. At the higher elevation of the
Armenian Plateau in the south, winters are considerably colder; and
January temperatures average Ffrom 14°F to 20°F.

Between 9 and 10 million people live in ths Transcaucasus Region -~
about 4.2 millicz in Georgle, 3.7 million in Azerbaydghan, and 1.8
million in Armenia. Population density varies graatly throughout the
reglon, bvelng ncoticeably affected by differences in both relief énd
_precipitaﬁion {see Map 27523). In the Rion Valley around Kutaisi the
density is over 230 par square mile, vhereas exiensive areas oun the

Avmenien highlend and in the Ceucasus Hountains are virtually uninhabited.
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Throughout the Rion Valley, on the slopes of the surrounding uplands,
and along the Black Sea coast, the densities are high -- generally

over 150 per square mile. Population decreases from west to east, as
does the precipitation; whereas in the arid Kura Lowland adjacent to the
Caspian Sea the population density reaches 150 in only a few isolated
areas.

Over 40 percent of the populaticn of the Transcaucasus is classified
as urban. Baku, capital of the Aszerbaydzhan Republic and the center of
the oil industry, is by far the largest urban area of the region. It
is the fourth largest city in the Soviet Union, having a population of
901,000 in the city proper and the suburbs that are administratively
subordinate to it. The capital of the CGeorgian Republic, Tbilisi, is
The second largest urban center of the Transcaucasus, with 635,000

.inhabitantsa It is the most importsnt transportation hub in the region
and an expanding 1ﬁdustrial~centera Yereven, the capital of the Armenian
Republic, ranks third, with a population of 385,000. Only 3 other cities
have over 100,000 inhabitents: Futaisi (114,000), Kirovabad {111,000),
and Leninakan (103,000).

The Transcaucasus contains & large number of nationality groups,
some of which have been given official status through tﬁe establishment
of separate administrative units in the areas where they predominate.

The ethnic ccmposition of the %three union republics, estimated by percent,

is ag follows:

- i -




Republic - Armenian Azerbaydzhani Georgisn Russian Other

Armenia 80 - - 10 10
Azerbaydzhan 10 60 - 20 10
Georgia 10 -— 60 10 20

Iesser nationality groups are subordinate to the union republics. In
Georpgia the Abkhaz inhabit the northwest corner of the republic and

the Adzhars the scubthwest cormer. Both have sutonomous republic (ASSR)
status. The Southern Ossetians on the south slopes of the Caucasus
mountains in north-central Ceorgis have autsncmgué cblast (AO) status.
Two pationality units are subhordinate to Azerbaydzhen. The Negorno-
Korabakhskaya AQ 1s inhsbited predominantiy by Armeniens. The Nakhichevanskaya
ASSR is a predominantly Azerbaydzbsni area, but it is separated from
Azerbéydzhan proper by the southeszst extension of Ayrmemda. Other small
nationality groups in the Transcavcesus include Hurds, Talysh, Svans;
and Pshavs. The Rugsians in the Transcaucasus area sre scatiered among
the industrial centers, where they serve as administrative offilcials
and technicians.

Extractive industries are of primary importence in the Transcaucasus,
although manufacturing industries based on local resources have gained
significence in recent years (see Mep 27624). 01l from the Baku area
is the reglon’s chief contribution to the Soviet economy, although es
an oli pré¢ucing ares bthe Haln aves has recently Fallen wehind the
Volga-Urals region, the so-called "Second Beku.” Tne cbiel centers of

oil refining in ths Transcancasus are Batumi ond Zako. fSacng the other
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Georgia, coal at Tkvarcheli and Thibuli in Gecrgia, iron ore at Dashkesan
in Azerbaydzhan, and copper at Alaverdi and Kafan in Armenia. Copper
is smelted and refined at the Alaverdl copper works, and heavy industry
is being developed in the Tbilisi area. In Rustavi, just south of A
Tbilisi, the Transcaucasian Metallurgical Plant, which includes blast
furnaces, open-hearth furpaces, and rollmé miils, uses the iron from
Dashkesan and Georglan ccal. Oze of the largest ferro-alloy works in
the USSR is located st Zestafoni. It produces sn estimated 15 to 20
percent of the total Soviet ouitput. The major power sources in the
Region are {1} the group of thersal plente befween Balku and Sumgeit,
(2) the hydroelectric plants of the Sevan-Razdan Cascode north of
Yerevan, and {3) the iingechaur hydroelectric plant.
The agricultural patitern vwithin the Transcaucasus is extremely

diverse; reflecting the wide range in terrsin nnd climstic features of
the region. About a fourth of the terribtory of the reglon is under
cultivation, the most exntensive cﬁ% tivated sreas being located in the

ion Vallay and in the irrigated portions of the Xwra Lovland. Tea
plantations end citrus groves predcminste in the middle Rion Lowland
and in much of the Black Sea cossial area. Where the lower slopes of
the mountains come near the Black Sea, however, tchacco and grapes are
raiged in sddition to tea. Exitensive vineyards are also found northwest
of Thilisi and southwest of Yerevan and provide the bssis for a winemaking
and r.‘-.is’ciiu.ing industry. On the lower slopes of the mountains
througnout the reglon, cereals are groim fér leceal censumptlon. Cotton,

Truits,; vegetables, and rics are raised in the irvigeted parts of the




Kura and Araks Valleys. Wranscaucasla is the second most important
cotton growing region within the Soviet Union. One-third of the
Transcaucasus Region 1s classified as pasture or grass land. The dry,
unirrigated steppes of the lowlands are used for pasture in winter and
the elpine meadows in summer. Sheep and cattle are the principal types
of livestock.

The high and rugged terrain that comprises much of Transcaucasia
directly affects the mode and direction of transportation. The rivers
are either too swift or otherwise unsuited for use as inland waterways.
The raii system consists of & maln line crossing the isthmus from east
to vest through the lowiands. A lsrge southern loop extends from Baku

gouttwest to the boundary of the USSR, which it follows to Leninskan,

where it turns north sgein o Join the wmsin line at Thilisi. Numerous

es north and south of the main

2]

branch lines also extend short disian
line. Leninakan and Dzhul'fa are connecting points for transborder
.rail traffic inho Turkey and ifam3 respectively. The only reil lines
extending northward to the rest of the Soviet Union.follow the coasts
of the Black and (aspian Seas:; no 1lines cross the Caucasus Range. The
rain roads of the reglon have the same geperal crientation as thé rail
but two major rosds cross the middle Caucasus. The CGeorgian

lines

o
2

Hilitsry Highwsy conpects Thilisi with Ordzhnonikidze, and the other
road connects Kataisi with Alegir. Hoth go through passes that are

subject to blocking by snow during the winter. In addition, roads play
J 4@; =] ;4

an indispensable role in meeting transporiaticn needs in areas thalt are

s sre generalldly poor, particularly
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